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in the great audience of January 23rd, 1900, at which
the Emperor was compelled to sign his own abdication
and the selection of his successor. He made haste
to leave the capital and take up his new post as
Viceroy of Canton, shrewdly foreseeing that the
Manchus' valour of ignorance would speedily impel
them blindly to attack everything and everyone that
stood in the path of violent reaction, including Euro-
peans. He joined with the Yangtsze Viceroys in
denouncing the proposed enthronement of a new
Emperor, so that Her Majesty was led to reconsider
the matter and Kuang Hsu's life was spared. In the
higher spheres of domestic politics Li Hung-chang
certainly deserves credit for courage., consistency,
and intelligent anticipation of events.

xAIter the Old Buddha, a fugitive from her capital*
had seen the error of hei ways, it was undoubtedly
to Li Hung-chang that was due the first inspira-
tion of those ideas of educational reform and con-
stitutional procedure which she recorded in her
penitential Decrees from Hsian-fu.1 In this matter
Yuan Shih-k'ai was Li's faithful follower and imitator,
whilst Chang Chih-tung's conversion coincided, as
usual, with the dictates of personal safety. Li had
warned her of the folly of Boxerdom, not on any
puritanical grounds of virtue, but simply because
the venture would not pay. Now, from amidst the
abomination of Peking's desolation, manfully working
to save something from the wreck of Tzu Hsi's for-
tunes, he urged her to don such garments of political
repentance as would restore to commercial Europe
and sentimental America their cherished dream of
" China awakening." She followed his advice, and

1 Fide " China under the Empress Dowager," Chapter XXII.